
BACK AGAIN! THE EVERGREEN CLASSIC JAZZ BAND 
MAKES ITS ANNUAL NOVEMBER APPEARANCE!

Volume 43, Number 9November 2018

WHERE:
Ballard Elks Lodge  
6411 Seaview Ave. NW, Seattle

WHEN: 
1 p.m. - 4:30 pm November 18
ADMISSION:  Pay only at door.
$12 PSTJS members   
$15 non-members.  
Free admission for those under 21 who 
accompany a person paying admission.

FURTHER INFO:  
Carol Rippey  425-776-5072.   
Or - website: www.pstjs.org. Plenty of 
free parking; great view & dance floor,  
snacks, coffee, and other beverages 
available.

by George Swinford and John Ochs

                                     continued on page 4

Tom Jacobus brings his Evergreen Classic Jazz Band to the Ballard Elks’ bandstand 
on November 18 for their tenth consecutive November appearance. Tom formed the band 
in 1985, intending to play hot music from the Prohibition era. In particular, he meant to 
feature quality tunes, which were being overlooked by most of the “Dixieland revival” 
bands.  The band developed a following, both locally and on the festival circuit, but as 
years passed they lost their local venue and the festival gigs became fewer.  Finally, in 
negative conditions, they disbanded.  In 2009 Tom re-created the band for the first of the 
November gigs which have since become a PSTJS tradition.

 In the early 1920s, with the New Orleans scene in decline, Chicago became the center 
for hot music.  Much of the best of it was being played and recorded by black bands from 

the city’s South Side.  Evergreen brings us 
the music of such Southsiders as Clarence 
Williams, Jimmy Noone, Tiny Parham and 
Junie Cobb, as well as that of more famous 
jazzmen.  Leader Tom Jacobus will play 
tuba and string bass. Dave Loomis will play 
trombone and provide the vocals.  Tom and 
Dave are the two founding members still with 
the band. Rick Holzgrafe (of the Black Swan 
band) will be up from Portland to play cornet.  
Long-time Evergreen member Steve Wright 
will play clarinet and sax. Once again Josh 
Roberts will be down from Vancouver, BC 
on banjo and guitar. Mike Daugherty, another 
long-time member, will supply appropriate 
1920s-style percussion.

Ever since the original pianist, Dan 
Grinstead retired from music in 2006, Andy 

Editor’s note: In the above photo, Dave Holo and Ray Skjelbred are shown.  
 They will be replaced this time by Rick Holzgrafe and Andy Hall.
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Puget Sound  
Traditional Jazz Society

19031 Ocean Avenue
Edmonds, WA 98020-2344

425-776-5072  www.pstjs.org

UPCOMING EVENTS
Elks Lodge, Ballard, 6411 Seaview Ave N.W., Seattle
 
Nov. 18 Tom Jacobus’ Evergreen Classic Jazz Band
Dec. 16 Ray Skjelbred’s Yeti Chasers
Jan. 20 Bert Barr’s Uptown Lowdown Jazz Band
Feb. 17 Jen Hodge’s All-Stars
March 17 Gerry Green’s Crescent City Jazzers
April 28 Terry Rogers’ Ain’t No Heaven Seven
May 19 & June 16  TBA 

PRESIDENT        John Heinz               latitude47.8@comcast.net 
          425-412-0590   
VICE PRESIDENT Jack Temp      425-647-6356

SECRETARY      Cilla Trush                     paultrush@yahoo.com
          206-363-9174
TREASURER     Gloria Kristovich        mercurytbird@outlook.com 
          425-776-7816
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Keith Baker kacybaker@comcast.net
Joanne Hargrave shorejo1@comcast.net   206-550-4664 
Judy Levy jazzdancer2@msn.com     425-606-1254  
Edmunde Lewin         360-297-6633
John Ochs johntochs@comcast.net   206-932-8313
George Peterson ggpeters99@gmail.com   425-890-8633
Carol Rippey  trianglejazz@comcast.net    425-776-5072
Michael Shilley michael.j.shilley@gmail.com   
George Swinford grs-pms@comcast.net     425-869-2780 

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 
Carol Rippey  trianglejazz@comcast.net    425-776-5072 
MUSIC DIRECTOR 
John Ochs johntochs@comcast.net    206-932-8313

EDITOR
Anita LaFranchi jazzeditor@q.com       206-522-7691

WEBMASTER
George Peterson   ggpeters99@gmail.com   425-890-8633

Gigs for Local Bands

On Your Dial........
Sunday
3 -6 pm Ken Wiley’s Art of Jazz on KNKX - 88.5FM

November 2018

BARRELHOUSE GANG 
Nov. 13  5-8pm  The Triple Door Musicquarium - No cover

BELLINGHAM TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY
1st Saturday,  2-5pm   VFW Hall 625 N. State St., Bellingham, WA
Nov. 3 Uptown Lowdown Jazz Band
Dec. 1 Crescent City Shakers
Jan. 5 Bonnie Northgraves & Friends

DAVE HOLO TRIO
Salty’s on Alki 1936 Harbor Avenue. SW  Seattle, WA 98126  
     (206) 937-1600   http://saltys.com/seattle 
Nov. 2 5 - 8pm  

 OLYMPIA JAZZ SOCIETY
2nd Sundays 1-4 pm  Elks Lodge.   1818 Fourth Ave E., Olympia, WA
Nov. 11  Black Swan Classic Jazz Band
Dec. 9  Dukes of Swing

PEARL DJANGO 
Nov. 3   7pm  The Walton Theater at Mount Baker Also  
      appearing will be the Nuages Jazz Quintet 104 North  
      Commercial Street; Bellingham, WA 98225
Nov. 8   7pm  Jazz at the Center - in Camano, 606 Arrowhead  
      Rd; Camano Is., WA 98282 Phone: (360) 387-0222
Nov. 17  8pm  Art House Designs Appearing with guitarist,  
      Vince Brown  420 Franklin St. SE Olympia, WA  
      98501 (360) 943-3377 
Nov. 23&24  8pm  Morso Wine Bar  9014 Peacock Hill  
      Ave. at N. Harborview Drive at the head of the bay,  
      Gig Harbor, WA, 98332   ph.  (253) 530-3463
      

RAY SKJELBRED
Nov. 30 Premiere showing of Piano Jazz -- Chicago Style!             
      a film starring Ray Skjelbred. Kenyon Hall, 
      7904 35th Ave. SW,  Seattle, WA 98136. 

THE ORBIT OF BENNY GOODMAN
Nov. 4 6:30pm  The Royal Room $10 advance $12 at the  
      door.   5000 Rainier Ave S, Seattle, WA 98118 
    

continued on page 4
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by John Ochs

THE “OTHER” RAY SKJELBRED 

If you’ve attended even just a few 
monthly jazz concerts, you have probably 
heard Ray Skjelbred play piano. Maybe you 
know he began playing jazz in Seattle with 
the Great Excelsior Jazz Band in the early 
1960s, that he moved to Berkeley, California 
later in the decade to soak up and participate 
in the Bay Area’s rich jazz tradition, and that 
he moved back to Seattle after he retired 
in 2007. This article, however, focuses on 
other aspects of his life which are not so 
familiar to the local jazz community.

Skjelbred was born in 1940 in Chicago, 
where he lived with his parents in a small 
apartment on the city’s north side. A product 
of the public school system, he attended 
Stone School for eight years before the 
family moved to Seattle in 1953 when his 
father took a job at Lamson Manufacturing. 
A year and a half later, they moved back to 
Chicago where Ray attended Carl Schurz 
High School. After his second year there, 
the family returned to Seattle where he 
graduated from Franklin High in 1958.

Ray is proud to say he is the son of 
an immigrant. His father Reidar came to 
America from Norway at age 18 in the late 
1920s. Skjelbred doesn’t recollect much 
about his dad’s musical interests, but recalls 
hearing some Bing Crosby and Norwegian 
dance records when he was young. His 
mother Grace sometimes fooled around on 
piano, but the family usually didn’t have 
one so he rarely heard her play.  Although 
Ray started taking music lessons at the 
age of eight, his first instrument was the 
accordion, not piano. “A guy was handing 
out leaflets advertising accordion lessons 
one day after school,” he recalls. “I’m not 
sure why, but I took a leaflet home and 
started to take lessons. I never thought much 
about music then, I just did it. My teacher 
was Samuel J. Orto at the Lincoln School 
of Music.” Ray took lessons for five years, 
but it was mostly as a sideline to other more 
interesting pursuits.

“I love(d) going to school,” Ray says, 
but even so, his attention sometimes strayed. 
“From the big row of windows I could look 
down onto the baseball field. My teachers 
wanted me to be a well rounded, educated 

person, but I was only truly interested in 
baseball.” Still, he liked books, even if his 
favorites were not in the curriculum. “My 
first strong reading memory and a powerful 
force in my life to this day is the work of 
Carl Banks, the author and illustrator of 
the Donald Duck comic books. From when 
I was about 8 to 14 these ‘books’ taught 
me many things about language, irony and 
‘human’ behavior.”

This quirky sense of humor and wonder 
is still a Skjelbred hallmark, and it has led 
him to draw wisdom and inspiration from 
the most unlikely sources. As an only child 
whose family didn’t have a car, he relied 
on a YMCA bus to take him to places 
he otherwise might not have seen. Ray 
has fond memories of field trips to see 
animals at the Brookfield Zoo, children’s 
plays at the Goodman Theater, a White 
Sox baseball game at Comiskey Park, 
and singer/actress Lena Horne onstage at 
a local radio station.  These experiences 
left big impressions on a youngster who, 
though quiet, didn’t miss much.

Ray was also a movie buff. He enjoys 
many types, but his favorites as a lad were 
the B-westerns he saw on TV or at the 
Nortown Theater. From these, he learned 
about the Code of the West, an unwritten 
set of norms centered around fair play and 
honesty. A vivid memory is attending the 
movie premiere of Strawberry Roan, and 
seeing Gene Autry appear afterward in 
full cowboy regalia riding Champion the 
Wonder Horse. Ray still keeps abreast of 
current movies, and can describe scenes to 
fit any occasion.

The most enduring of all Skjelbred’s 
interests, however, is baseball. “I loved 
baseball and followed the Cubs every day of 
the year,” he remembers. “The summer when 
I was 14, I took the bus to Wrigley Field 
almost every day, arriving early for batting 
practice and staying late for autographs. 
That was the year that Ernie Banks hit 44 
home runs and blossomed into the star that 
everyone recognized.” Today, Ray subscribes 
to the Major League Baseball channel and 
watches every Cubs game he can, virtually 
living and dying with each pitch. 

Although Ray grew up in Chicago, he 
didn’t listen to jazz until he moved to the 
Seattle area the second time: “It was on a 
Tacoma radio show hosted by a guy named 
Terry McMonigal. Every Saturday he 
played jazz records, and I was completely 
fascinated. I’d type out the names of all the 
musicians and songs. I tried to learn who 
they were, and sometimes he’d go to San 
Francisco and get records of people playing 
then. That was a real turning point because I 
wanted to hear live people playing things.”

At the same time, Skjelbred was 
discovering the world of books and ideas, 
and serving as sports editor for Franklin’s 
school newspaper. After graduation, he 
enrolled in journalism at the University of 
Washington before switching to English 
when he realized his true calling was in 
literature and creative writing. Ray went 
on to graduate from the UW in 1962 and 
continued post-graduate work there until 
moving to the Bay Area where he earned 
a Master’s Degree at San Francisco State 
University.

Pursuing two passions at the same time 
presented no conflict to Skjelbred. “When I 
discovered literature and jazz, I always saw 
the two as connected,” he explains. “For 
me it was a world of creativity, imagination 
and passion. I became attached to the great 
piano players who defined the early jazz 
styles in Chicago as well as many of the 
writers, journalists and humanitarians who 
affected me with an independence of spirit, 
an unpretentious working class attitude and 
a commitment to art.” Even though Ray 
never lived in Chicago after the age of 16, 
his time there had left its mark.

At age 19, he began piano study with 
Seattle piano great Johnny Wittwer. With his 
natural aptitude and accordion experience, it 
was not long before he was playing real jazz 
as a soloist and bandsman.

After earning his undergraduate degree, 
Skjelbred taught at Thomas Morgan Hunt 
Junior High and Federal Way High School 
in Seattle for eight years. In 1969, he moved 
to the Bay Area where he taught English 
at Redwood High School in Larkspur, CA 
for 11 years and later to seventh graders at 
Marin Country Day School in Corte Madera 
for 17 years.

During his almost 40 years as a teacher, 
Ray developed a curriculum praised by 
educators as a model for teaching creative 



JACOB ZIMMERMAN 
Nov. 9 9-Midnight  Eastside Stomp at  
    the Aria Ballroom 
     15300 NE 95th St. Redmond,
    ariaballroom.com/calendar

Nov. 18 8pm  La Spiga Restaurant     
    1429 12th Ave.Seattle, WA     
    http://www.laspiga.com/

      JACOB AND MATT

Nov. 7   8pm The Pink Door 1919 Post  
    Alley Seattle, WA 98101
    with Ray Skjelbred 
    https://www.thepinkdoor.net

Nov. 28    8pm The Pink Door 1919 Post  
     Alley Seattle, WA 98101
     with Ray Skjelbred 
     https://www.thepinkdoor.net
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HAVE WE GOT JAZZ? 

The Puget Sound Traditional Jazz Society 
(PSTJS) has been alive and well for over 43 
years. Started by a group of enthusiasts, the 
Society has enabled us to hear years of won-
derful music. But our music is fading. We not 
only occasionally lose members, we now lose 
money on every meeting. If we want our orga-
nization to survive and increase our member-
ship, we must make some changes. 

The main reason I joined the board was to 
help find a new way forward. I encourage ev-
ery member to support us at our monthly musi-
cal meetings. I also challenge each member to 
email me at michael.j.shilley@gmail.com with 
his or her ideas and feelings as to how we can 
continue. Or if you prefer the old fashioned 
way, send me a note at 7939-7th Ave. SW., Se-
attle, WA. 98106. Our next board meeting will 
be on November 13 at the Broadview Library 
in Greenwood (12755 Greenwood Ave N., Se-
attle) from 10:30 to noon. These meetings, held 
four times a year, are always open to members. 
We welcome your participation.

After leaving England in 1967, with years 
of listening to traditional jazz groups like Chris 
Barber and Ken Colyer behind me, I was de-
lighted when the Phoenix Jazzers in Vancouver 
and Rainier Jazz Band in Seattle were formed, 
and I attended their concerts as often as I could. 

This past September 5th, I drove through 
the majestic North Cascade Mountains, 
down into Washington’s Okanogan Valley, 
then north to reach Penticton in British Co-
lumbia’s wine country, to attend their three-
day Pentastic Hot Jazz Festival. With PSTJS 
survival on my mind, I listened and observed 
performers and audiences more intently than 
usual. This festival had most of my favorite 
groups, so I never missed a minute to re-
charge my “Trad batteries.” 

The festival had an open-to-the-public 
“pre-event” at a local school with “Bria Skon-
berg and her New York All-Stars.” Bria gave 
the students a “history of jazz” lesson, remind-
ing us she came through the Chilliwack BC 
school system and its trad jazz teachings. We 
remember her performing at jazz festivals in 
her early teens, and we knew then she was a 

by Michael Shilley  
(new PSTJS Board Member)

talent. Most of her musical selections began 
with trad or blues renderings, but soon shifted 
into more modern jazz. I attended another of 
her sets and heard the same modern emphasis. 
This had me thinking, maybe this is the only 
way to make it big in New York. Wonderful 
music, yes, but not to my taste. 

Even so, my taste in music has evolved. 
While previously I believed the music had to 
be strictly traditional, I now accept that mu-
sicians need to diversify to entertain a wider 
audience. When I attend a three-day festival, I 
find no harm with taking in an unusual perfor-
mance now and then, and it may even turn out 
to be fun. An example is Dave Bennett, who 
despite playing very fine saxophone in his jazz 
quartet, also has a rockabilly group where he 
plays piano with a bass player who can alter-
nate between riding atop his monster instru-
ment or lifting and playing it like a fiddle. This 
example is extreme and may not please all of 
our members, but we have to find some kind of 
compromise, or we will soon have no PSTJS.

Hall and Ray Skjelbred have shared the 
band’s piano duties, and it’s Andy’s turn 
at the keyboard for this month’s concert. 
Although best known as trombonist for 
the Uptown Lowdown Band, the multi-
talented Hall has played piano with the 
Evergreen band since 2011 and is familiar 
with all its arrangements. His rich baritone 
voice is an added plus, as well.

 Most of the band’s arrangements are 
credited to Jacobus, Loomis and Wright.  None 
are slavish copies, but they all show due respect 
for the sound and soul of the classic recordings 
from the 20s.

 The Evergreen Classic Jazz Band is 
always a treat to hear. In the universe we 
deserve to inhabit, they would be playing every 
weekend (and we would all be young again). 
In the universe as it is,  they reassemble just 
once a year, and just for PSTJS. Don’t miss 
this year’s opportunity to enjoy this fine band, 
at the Ballard Elks on November 18.

Evergreen - continued from page 1

and descriptive writing to middle school 
students. He has been a contributor of 
essays about the topic to academic journals 
and has chaired workshops to assist others 
in their quest to help students be the best 
writers they can. A critically acclaimed 
poet in his own right, his poems have 
appeared in numerous literary journals as 
well as in three books devoted entirely to 
his own poetry.

Skjelbred takes more pride in his work 
as an educator than anything he has ever 
done. He views teaching as a form of “spiri-
tual testimony,” a phrase coined by poet 
laureate Stanley Kunitz to describe a cre-
ative process which draws power from the 
best parts of one’s inner self to produce an 
outward sign of commitment to human dig-
nity. Ray’s own interpretation of the phrase 
is simpler but no less profound. For him, 
teaching is nothing less than a “statement of 
what is inside you.”  

And so, the next time you see the man 
with the beard hunched over the piano 
pounding the keys like there is no tomor-
row, take time to consider that there is more 
to that piano player than meets the eye or 
even the ear. 

Skjelbred - continued from page 3

Gigs - continued from page 2
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We’re looking for new  
 

Members 

 
YOU can help with little  effort and that’s 

by bringing just one of your friends or family 
members into our club. If WE ALL do that, our 

membership will double.

Dues for 12 months: Single $25 Couple $40 Lifetime single $200 Lifetime Couple $350
Patron $500 (One or two lifetime membership)
Please enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

The Puget Sound Traditional Jazz Society is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization dedicated to the performance 
and preservation of traditional jazz. Your membership and contributions are tax-deductible. Thank you.

Puget Sound Traditional Jazz Society
19031 Ocean Ave., Edmonds, WA 98020-2344

Please (enroll) (renew) (me) (us) as a member or members

Name
Address 
City, State
Zip Code                               E-Mail 
Phone                                    Check when renewing if your address label is correct 

Red X on your Jazz Soundings mailing address label with 
your name on it - means it’s time to renew your membership.

TWO red XX  means last chance to  Renew Now!

 
WORLD THEATER PREMIERE

of Award Winning Film

 PIANO JAZZ – PIANO JAZZ – 

CHICAGO STYLE!CHICAGO STYLE!

Written and Performed by
RAY SKJELBRED

Produced by John Ochs

            Live Concert by Skjelbred After Film

     Don’t Miss It!  Only scheduled showing! 
    
   Kenyon Hall           Nov. 30 · 7:30 pm 
   7904 35th Ave SW    
   Seattle, WA 
   206 937 3613

   Reservations by email:
     kenyonhall@earthlink.net
  
   Additional information:

     kenyonhall.org

     www.facebook.com/KenyonHallWestSeattle

$20 General Admission 
$18 Seniors/Students



AIN’T NO HEAVEN SEVEN Leader: Terry Rogers
terryrrogers@comcast.net 206-465-6601
BARRELHOUSE GANG  Leader: James Walls  
206-280-1581  email: barrelhousegang@gmail.com
www.barrelhousegang.com 
BOURBON STREET ALL STARS
Leader: Jeff Winslow (360) 731 0322  drjwjazz@gmail.com
COAL CREEK JAZZ BAND Leader: Judy Logen, 425-641-1692   
Bookings: judy@coalcreekjazzband.com
COMBO DE LUXE Bookings: Candace Brown
www.combodeluxe.net jazzstrings@comcast.net 253-752-6525
CORNUCOPIA CONCERT BAND Leader: Allan Rustad
www.comband.org 425-744-4575
DAVE HOLO TRIO Leader: Dave Holo email: dave@daveholo.com
www.holotradband.com 
DUKES OF DABOB Bookings: Mark Holman, 360-779-6357,  sea-
clar7@embarqmail.com. 
DUWAMISH DIXIELAND JAZZ BAND Bookings: 
Carol Johnston, 206-571-7938  carolanjo@yahoo.com,  
www.duwamishdixielandjazzband.com
EVERGREEN CLASSIC JAZZ BAND Leader: Tom Jacobus
email: t.jacobus@comcast.net ph: 253-852-6596 or cell 253-709-3013
FOGGY BOTTOM JAZZ BAND Leader: Bruce Cosacchi
360-638-2074
GRAND DOMINION JAZZ BAND Bookings: Bob Pelland
bobpelland@gdjb.com 360-387-2500 
HOT CLUB SANDWICH Contact: James Schneider
www.hotclubsandwich.com 206-561-1137 

HUME STREET PRESERVATION JAZZ BAND
Bookings: Karla West 406-862-3814
JAZZ UNLIMITED BAND Leader: Duane Wright
duane.janw@frontier.com 206-930-9998
JAZZ STRINGS Bookings: Dave Brown
jazzstrings@comcast.net 206-650-5501
LOUISIANA JOYMAKERS  Leader: Mike Hobbs
 mikehobbs1924@gmail.com 
THE MARKET STREET DIXIELAND JASS BAND
Ansgar Duemchen: 425-286-5703 Tim Sherman 206-547-1772
www.marketstreetjazz.com 
MIGHTY APHRODITE Co-leaders: Bria Skonberg, Claire 
McKenna mightyaphroditejazz@hotmail.com 405-613-0568
NEW ORLEANS QUINTET Jake Powel 206- 725-3514  
jake_powel@comcast.net
RAINIER JAZZ BAND Manager: Randy Keller
randolphscottkeller@gmail.com 206-437-1568
RAY SKJELBRED
rayskjelbred@gmail.com 206-420-8535
RONNIE PIERCE JAZZ ENSEMBLE
ronniepiercemusic@yahoo.com, 206-467-9365
SWINGIN’ IN THE RAIN  Leader: Dina Blade  
dinablade@dinablade.com  206-524-8283
UPTOWN LOWDOWN JAZZ BAND Leader: Bert Barr
uljb@yahoo.com 425-898-4288
WILD CARDS JAZZ Leader: Randy Keller
randolphscottkeller@gmail.com 206-437-1568
THE YETI CHASERS Leader: Ray Skjelbred
Rayskjelbred@gmail.com 206-420-8535  For more information:
http://www.rayskjelbred.com/calendar.html
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